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PAHs analysis
PAHs were extracted from the sediment-TP mixtures using accelerated solvent extraction (ASE) with a mixture of n-hexane and acetone (1:1, v/v) at 100 °C, heat time 5 min., static time 5 min., 2 cycles. The extractions were passed through a 10 % aluminium oxide column to remove polar components The solution was concentrated on a modified Kuderna-Danish apparatus followed by evaporation to 1 mL under a gentle flow of nitrogen. Subsequently the sample was eluted with 30 mL of hexane over a column with 4 g of aluminium oxide (10% water), followed by evaporation to 1 mL under a gentle flow of nitrogen.. Samples were exchanged to acetonitrile, after which 2-methylchrysene was added as an internal standard. where L1 is the initial and L2 the final dry weight of the Populus sp. disc (mg), Li1 and Li2 are the numbers of living organisms at the start and at the end of the experiment (Li1=11 individuals), Cl is the leaching-decomposition correction factor, calculated by dividing the initial dry weight by the final dry weight of the leaves in the control sample; and t is the incubation time (days).
